 The joint Parish Council for East and West  

                  Orchard with Margaret Marsh

Minutes for the 140th meeting held on Tuesday 19th January 2016 at Manston Village Hall. 

Present:- Cllr Mrs L Stranger (Chairman), Cllr T Craven and Cllr M Bone.  

In attendance: District Councillor Mrs Jane Westbrook, and P. Knott (Clerk) 

Apologies: Cllr Ben Dawe-Lane, County Cllr Andrew Cattaway

30. Declaration of Interests- There were no Declarations if Interest

31. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 18th November 2014

Cllr Craven proposed “that the minutes of the meeting held on the 18th   November 2015 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting” Cllr  Bone seconded and the vote was unanimous.

32. Matters arising from the 139th Minutes.

a. West Orchard Call Box refurbishment.

Cllr Mr Stranger to speak to volunteer and report back to next meeting.

33. To receive the following reports 

     District Cllr Mr Westbrook informed the meeting that the District Wide Local Plan has been signed off, with a few amendments made.  A total of 5,600 properties have been allocated across the district, with the inclusion of an average of 30% of social housing. The District Council element of the Council Tax for FY 2016-2017 is likely to rise by between 2 and 4%. A new Police Officer, based at Gillingham, is currently dealing with the traveller encampment at Five Bridges, along side the A30. Work has started on the enhancement of the vacant land adjoining the Co-operative store Station Road Sturminster Newton.    

33. Highways 

(i). Blocked culvert at Margaret Marsh (Cllr Mrs Stokes)

(ii) Winchells East Orchard – Flood warning signs and flood level indicator posts. (Cllr Bone)

(iii) Poor condition of the road surface at West Orchard (Cllr Mrs Stranger)

All of the above matters currently outstanding

Two arms are missing from the finger post at Bleax Corner. One is still on site at the base of the post. 

The Clerk to bring these matters to the attention of Roger Bell the area highway’s representative.  

34. Finance

a. To receive Draft Precept for FY 2016-2017 

The following financial report was issued to members with the agenda for the meeting-

The precept for the FY 2016 –2017 will need to be set by mid January by either bringing forward the date of the next meeting, or alternatively, calling an extra meeting when all five PC members are available.

 At the moment there is a sum of  £834.49p in the reserve account and £3,980-00p in the current account. The estimated expenditure for the remainder of the current financial year is around £900-00p, leaving a balance in the current account at the end of the current financial year of around £3,080-00p and total reserves of around £3,930-00p. 

The draft precept of 1,756-00 is lower than the one of 1,790-40 set 10 years ago however small surpluses year on year have increased the general reserves to an amount which is now twice the size of annual expenditure. So we will need to decide whether to reduce next years precept to a level, that will result in a gradual draw down on the general reserves, or, alternatively, identify local community schemes. For example the refurbishment of the call box at West Orchard, repairs to the notice board at Margaret Marsh and an annual contribution to the church magazine, in return for including a report on Parish Council meetings.    The clerks hourly rate of 8-80p has not been increased since I started12 years ago. An increase to around the £10-00p mark, (£72-00p gross per year), before I finally to decide to hand over to a new clerk, would bring us into line with the NALC salary scale for smaller parish councils.

The draft expenditure budget for the FY 2016-2017, as prepared by the clerk was issued with the agenda for the meeting.

Members individually reviewed all of the items of expenditure listed in the draft precept, as presented by the Clerk, and agreed to remove the grants budget from the list of items, identified for the FY 2016-2017. The funding for any future grant awards will be taken from the General Reserves. 

Funding was also set aside in the General Reserves for the following-


4. Repair of the notice board at Margaret Marsh, including replacement of the legs.

2. Re-varnishing the notice boards at East Orchard and West Orchard. 

3. Refurbishment of the call box at West Orchard

4. An Annual Grant to the parish magazine, in return for the inclusion of quarterly reports for the Parish Council.

Cllr Bone proposed “that the draft precept of £1,505-00p should be approved” Cllr Craven seconded and the vote was unanimous.
34. Finance continued-

  b.   To approve the following payments:-
  (i)  Clerks net Salary from August 2015 to February 2016 inclusive@£197-12p

  (ii)  Clerks expenses from August 2015 to February 2016 inclusive@£42-80p
       (iii) Clerks PAYE from August 2015 to February 2016 inclusive@£49-28p

       (iv) Manston Village Hall@£14-00p
        (v) Parish Wardens expenses for the current Financial Year (3x £75-00p) 

        (vi) Cherry Tree West Orchard@£52-50p

Cllr Bone proposed “that the items of expenditure, as listed above, should be approved for payment. Cllr Craven seconded and the vote was unanimous

 c. To consider Section 137 Grant awards to the following organisations:-

       (i) Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance@£100-00p
       (ii) North Dorset Citizens Advice Bureau @£100-00p

       (iii) Weldmar Hopspice@£50-00p
Cllr Bone proposed “that Section 137 Grant Awards totaling £250-00p should be awarded to the following organisations.” Cllr Craven seconded and the vote was unanimous      

35. Matters Pertinent - Inclusion of items at the discretion of the Chairman. Members to notify Chairman prior to the start of the meeting of any matter they may wish to raise.

a. Replacement Parish Warden for West Orchard- Clerk to advertise on notice board and in parish magazine.
Date of next meeting-Tuesday 17th May 2016 starting with the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm

Closure:-The meeting closed at 8pm

Signed _____________________________Date______________________

                              Chairman



