The Joint Parish Council for East and West

Orchard with Margaret Marsh
Minutes for the 139th meeting held on Tuesday 17th November 2015 at Manston Village Hall. 
Present:- Cllr Ben-Dawe Lane, (Chairman for meeting),  Cllr Mrs V Stokes and Cllr Tim Craven. 
In attendance: P Knott (Clerk), District Cllr Mrs Jane Westbrook and Roger Bell (DCC Highways),

Apologies: Cllr M Bone, County Cllr Andrew Cattaway and District Cllr Charles Dowden.

20. Declaration of Interests: None
21. Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 25th August 2015 

Cllr Mrs Stokes proposed “that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th August 2015 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”, Cllr Craven seconded and the vote was unanimous.
22. Matters Arising

a. Cherry Tree West Orchard-To be planted

b. Call Box West Orchard- No progress to date 

c. Publication of Agendas and Draft PC Minutes on line- 

Estimates have been obtained for the setting up and annual maintenance of a parish council web site.  Setting up £175-00p net and annual maintenance 125-00p net. 

The Clerk to investigate the possibility of publishing a report, and a notice of the next meeting, in the local church magazine, which is delivered to every property in the three parishes, as an alternative to setting up a web site. Members felt that the costs involved cannot be justified for a small Parish Council.  

d. Street Name Plate Church Lane East Orchard- Mr Hollowell aware of the Parish Councils preference regarding signage, and has agreed, in principal, to the erection of signs.

23. Highway Matters

To receive a report from Mr Roger Bell, DCC Highways Office, regarding the following outstanding highways maintenance issues in the joint parishes.

(i). Blocked culvert at Margaret Marsh (Cllr Mrs Stokes)

(ii) Winchells East Orchard – Flood warning signs and flood level indicator posts. (Cllr Bone)

(iii) Poor condition of the road surface at West Orchard (Cllr Mrs Stranger)
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Highway Matters continued-

Mr Bell informed the meeting that he has recently been appointed as the Community Highways Officer for the Gillingham and Sturminster Newton area, which includes the parishes of East Orchard, West Orchard and Margaret Marsh. He confirmed that he is aware of the poor condition of the road surface at West Orchard and he was provided with location maps for the blocked culvert at Margaret Marsh and the proposed position for the flood warning signs at Winchells Farm East Orchard. 

24. To receive the following reports

District Cllr Report Cllr Mrs Westbrook informed the meeting that the fencing is to be removed from around the undeveloped site, on the lower side of the co-operative store at Station Road Sturminster Newton. Some landscaping will be carried out to improve the appearance of the site, to provide a temporary community space until redevelopment takes place. 

25. Correspondence 

a. Boundary Commission- Electoral Review of Dorset Final recommendations-Item of information.

26. Planning Matters
   a. Jopps Farm Green Lane Margaret Marsh- Grant of planning permission.

   b. Jopps Farm Green Lane Margaret Marsh- Grant of listed building consent.

   c. The Old Chapel- Parsons Lane Hartgrove- Grant of planning permission.

27. Annual Risk Assessment Review 
A full Risk Assessment has now been carried out covering all areas of Parish Council responsibility.  Insurance Holding and Health and Safety Check lists have also been completed, and an Assets Register of all Parish Council owned assets compiled. The full Risk Assessment and the Assets Register are available for inspection

The areas identified for the Risk Assessment are as follows:-

Code of Conduct 

Computing 

Council Meetings

Council Property and Documents 

Data Protection

Employment of Staff

Financial Management

Meetings of the Council

Scores were allocated to a total of 30 identified risks contained within the categories as listed above. The average score for all of the risks is 1.8. No uncontrolled risks have been identified 

Margaret Marsh Pond- The following risk assessment for Margaret Marsh Pond was also presented to the meeting.

Location- The site of the former pond is located in a field opposite Marsh Farm, adjoining a minor country road some distance from the centre of the small village of Margaret Marsh. The oval shaped site measures approximately 15m in length and 10m in width.
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Annual Risk Assessment Review continued-
Reason for Acquisition-The Parish Council acquired the site in order to construct a wildlife pond. However the pond is liable to dry up during dry summer months. 

The site has been cleared of overgrowth, and the willow trees have been removed. The pond has been dredged to remove the rotting vegetation deposited in the bed of the pond over a period of many years.

The boundary of the site fronting the wide verge adjoining a minor road has been securely fenced by means of pig wire supported by strong wooden stakes and straining wire to a height of 1.5 metres. The fence is some 6metres from the edge of the highway at its nearest point. A ‘Danger Keep Out’ warning sign has been erected.

The remaining site boundary bordering the field is fenced with a barbed wire cattle proof fence on the field side of a hedge predominately of blackthorn.

The grass verge between the pond and the adopted highway is cut on a regular basis and the vegetation near the warning signs cut back to ensure warning signs remain visible.  

Members of the PC discussed the pollarding of two willow trees, at the pond, at the August 2015 meeting. Pollarding was deemed not to be necessary and against the wishes of local residents.  

Assets Register- A draft Assets Register of all Parish Council owned assets, together with estimated valuations for insurance purposes was presented to the meeting. 

Cllr Mrs Stokes proposed “that the Risk Assessment, covering all areas of Parish Council responsibility, as presented to the meeting by the Clerk, should be received and adopted”.  Cllr Craven seconded and the vote was unanimous. 

28. Finance

   a. To receive the External Auditors report for the Financial Year 2014-2015-There were no matters of concern raised by the External Auditor  

b. To approve the following payment- Manston Hall Hire @£14-00p 
Cllr Mrs Stokes proposed “that a cheques to the gross value of £14-00p should be approved for payment” Cllr Craven seconded and the vote was unanimous
29. Matters Pertinent-There were no matters raised

 Date of next meeting- Tuesday 16th February 2016

Closure-The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Signed    _____________________________       Date______________________

                              Chairman


