   The Group Parish Council for East and West Orchard with Margaret Marsh

The minutes of the 160th meeting held on Tuesday 16th February 2021 at 7.30pm via video conferencing. 
These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified at the next meeting of the Parish Council

Present: Cllr M. Bone, Cllr T. Cox, Cllr T. Craven, (Chairman), Cllr B. Dawe-Lane, Cllr Mrs V. Stokes.

In attendance: Mr E. Dimarino (Dorset Highways), R. Jacques (Clerk). 
Apologies: County Cllr J. Somper.  
The Chairman welcomed Mr Dimarino from Dorset Highways and thanked him for attending the meeting.
68. 
Declarations of Interests: 
· Cllr T Craven (Chairman) declared an interest in items 12.a (iv) and 12.b (vi) to approve payments to DAPTC for training courses. 
· Cllr V Stokes declared an interest in item 12.a. (iii) to approve payment of parish warden expenses.

· Cllr B Dawe-Lane declared an interest in item 6.a to consider the planning application received regarding Hill Lawn. 
69. 
Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2020 (by video conference): Cllr M. Bone proposed “that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th November 2020 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. Cllr Mrs V Stokes seconded, and the vote was unanimous.
70. 
Matters Arising: The Chairman informed the Council that following the publication of the minutes on the Parish Council website no further communication had been received regarding footpaths. There were no other matters arising from the minutes. 
71.
Planning Matters: Dorset Council Local Plan Consultation: The Chairman asked Cllr T Cox to provide an update. Cllr T Cox reminded the Councillors that the issues had been discussed previously and that there were no developments to report. 
72.
Planning Applications Received: The following planning applications were received and circulated by email to all Councillors for consideration. Councillors’ comments were forwarded to the Dorset Council Planning Office:  

a. Hill Lawn Parsons Lane, Hartgrove 2/2020/1300/VARIA closing date 14th December 2020 (dist. 25/11/20).   Developing land by the erection of an agricultural workers dwelling and forming vehicular access thereto (without compliance of condition 4 of planning permission B.517177) to allow the transfer of the agricultural occupancy condition from Hill Lawn to Trapdoor Farm Bungalow.  Cllr B Dawe-Lane informed the Councillors that the deadline for comments has been extended to 23rd February 2021 as Dorset Council has sought the view of agricultural consultants before making a final decision. ONGOING.
b.  Dutch Barn, Manston, P/VOC/2020/00104 closing date 23rd December 2020 

(dist. 04/12/20). Alterations and extension of Dutch Barn to form a residential dwelling. CLOSED. 
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c.  Orchard Corner, Hartgrove P/CLE/2020/00201 closing date 4th January 2021 (dist. 15/12/20).  Certificate of Lawfulness to continue using the land to station a mobile home. CLOSED.
d.  Marsh Farmhouse, MM, P/LBC/2020/00099 closing date 28th December 2020 (dist. 07/12/20). Carry out internal and external alterations. CLOSED.
The following planning application was received after the agenda was published, it was circulated by email to all Councillors for consideration prior to the meeting:

Scotts Farmhouse, East Orchard P/HOU/2020/00463. To erect single storey rear extension (demolish existing utility and porch). Closing date 9th March 2021. No objections were raised. ONGOING.
73. 
To receive the Dorset Council Report from County Cllr J Somper: Cllr J. Somper had sent her apologies prior to the meeting. The Chairman expressed thanks to Cllr J Somper for her detailed and interesting report which had been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting. 
74.
Highways: The Chairman invited Mr Dimarino to provide a short summary of his background to the Councillors. He informed them that he has worked for the Dorset Council Highways Department for twenty years and he has been a Highways Officer for four years. He has worked in teams that cover a large area of the county with the most recent being Shaftesbury. He described himself as being an easy-going person, who is proactive in his work, aiming to get things done as quickly as possible. He is receptive to ideas about repairing highways, and encouraged the Councillors to email any issues directly to him or report them on the Highways portal. The Chairman introduced the Councillors and invited them to provide updates of any issues in the Parish Council area. They reported the following:
· Cllr T Cox: Reported that he had met with Mr R Bell on 3rd December to discuss solutions to the flooding on the B3091 near Margaret Marsh, which in his view is caused by the ground being very soft and the road sinking. Mr Dimarino agreed and advised that he has visited the site and that although some repair work has been carried out, he had sought further advice from an engineer (Mr P Nelson).  They have agreed that a more substantial repair is required, whereby the road will be built up and kerb stones situated to keep the tarmac in place when the road is resurfaced. He cautioned that the repair will be subject to cost constraints. Mr Dimarino agreed to meet the Councillors at the site when the work has been scheduled. 

· Cllr V Stokes: Reported that flooding at Margaret Marsh is ongoing.  The cause of the flooding is well known - the ditches need to be cleared. The area under the bridge (on farmland) also needs to be cleared but the farmer has been unable to do it.  The Parish Council has written to him in the past asking for the work to be done. Mr Dimarino advised that the Highways Ditching Team are working in the area and he will arrange for them to visit the site. He added that he hopes, with the consent of the farmer, the team will be able to clear the site under the bridge too. 
· Cllr M Bone: Reported that a section of Village Road, East Orchard, floods regularly because the road is lower than the river on that particular stretch. Mr Dimarino agreed with the cause of the flooding and referred to possible solutions that have been used in other areas. However, none of them provided any lasting benefit and had been very 
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expensive. His view was that, unfortunately, not much could be done to prevent the flooding. 
· Cllr B Dawe-Lane: Reported that there are some potholes on Village Road, one of which is very large. Mr Dimarino replied that the potholes have been reported and will be repaired. He added that he had noticed other issues on the same section of road including a hole in the verge with drop that could prove to be dangerous to road users, gullies that have disappeared and water coming through the top of a manhole cover. These have all been identified for repair. 

· Cllr V Stokes: Reported water pouring from a manhole cover on the road outside the prison. Mr Dimarino confirmed that the Highways team have undertaken some repair work at the site and more has been scheduled for the near future. 

75.
Chairman’s Update: 

· Digital Connectivity Meeting: The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting with the County Cllr and other Parish Councillors to discuss the Government funded vouchers of £1,500 available to residents for the installation of full fibre broadband. 
· Modern Day Slavery eLearning: The Chairman reported that the eLearning module, available through DAPTC, had been very informative. 
· Planning Update Course: The Chairman reported that he had attended the training course delivered by DAPTC to receive the latest developments of the Government changes to planning regulations both nationally and locally. He considered that there was little in the way of new information to report.
76.
Footpaths: The Chairman reported that he had asked County Cllr J Somper to organise a meeting with the Dorset Council Footpaths Ranger and other Parish Councillors.  It has been arranged for the 22nd February. 
77.
Parish Wardens: The Chairman asked the Councillors to confirm that the Parish Wardens for their areas are still in place.  Cllr Mrs V Stokes confirmed that as the warden for Margaret Marsh she is happy to continue. Cllr M Bone confirmed that the warden for East Orchard is still in place. The Chairman reported that following the resignation last year of the warden for West Orchard a replacement has not been found.  The Chairman requested that the Clerk advertise the vacancy on the noticeboard and website. Cllr M Bone suggested that the advertisement should also be placed in the Parish magazine. The Councillors agreed.  
78.  
Finance: 
a. To approve the following gross payments: 

(i) 
Clerks gross Salary from September 2020 – February 2021 inclusive £363.60
  
(ii)  
Clerks expenses from September 2020 – February 2021 inclusive £47.33
  
(iii)  
Parish Wardens expenses for the current financial year £150


(iv)
DAPTC training course (Modern Slavery) attended by the Chairman £14

Cllr B Dawe-Lane proposed “that the items listed above should be approved for payment” Cllr T Cox seconded, and the vote was unanimous.
b.  To approve the following payments made during the lockdown period.  As permitted

in the Scheme of Delegation (available on the Parish Council website): 
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(i) 
Dorset Council Antisocial Behaviour (dog fouling) signs £24
(ii) 
DAPTC Planning Course £39
Cllr M Bone proposed “that the items listed above should be approved for payment” Cllr Mrs V Stokes seconded, and the vote was unanimous.
Cllr Mrs V Stokes asked if any of the signs were still available as some are required at Margaret Marsh. The Chairman confirmed that there are two. 
c. To consider Section 137 Grant awards (£250): The Chairman reminded the Councillors that grants had been awarded to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and St John Ambulance registered charities in the previous year. Following a brief discussion regarding the work that both organisations are doing for the COVID-19 pandemic it was decided that the awards should be made to both. Cllr T Cox proposed “that Grant awards of £125 each should be made to Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and St John Ambulance”. Cllr B Dawe-Lane seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
79.
Matters Pertinent:
· The Chairman informed the Council that empty bottles had been found in one of the outbuildings behind the East Orchard Church and asked if anyone had heard of any related incidents. All confirmed that they had not.  
· The Chairman reported that whilst updating the noticeboards the Clerk had noticed that most needed repairing.  The noticeboard in Margaret Marsh in particular is in a very poor state.  He had instructed the Clerk to obtain a quote for the repair of the five noticeboards.  Discussion followed regarding the Parish Council’s ownership of the noticeboard at Bleax Close. It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay for the cost of the repairs to it and in the meantime, the Chairman will establish who owns it. The quote for a total of £250 for the repair of five noticeboards was sent to the Chairman who had circulated it to the Councillors.  All agreed that it was very good value.  Cllr M Bone proposed “that the quote should be accepted, and the Clerk should proceed with arranging for the repairs to carried out”. Cllr T Cox seconded and the vote was unanimous. 
Date of next meeting - Tuesday 18th May 2021
The meeting closed at 8.13 pm  
Signed    _____________________________  Chairman                     Date_______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______


