       The joint Parish Council for East and West Orchard with Margaret Marsh

The minutes for the 133rd meeting held on Monday 26th May 2014 at Manston Village Hall.
Present:    Cllr Mrs L Stranger (Chairman), Cllr M Bone, Cllr B Dawe-Lane, 

                  Cllr Mrs V Stokes 

In attendance:-  P Knott (Clerk) and one member of the public
Apologies:      Cllr D England 

These Minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified at the next meeting of the Parish Council

Declaration of Interests- There were no Declarations of Interest
109. Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 18th February 2014
Cllr Mrs Stokes proposed “that the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th February 2014 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting" Cllr Dawe- Lane seconded and the vote was unanimous.

110. Matters arising from the meeting held on the 18th February 2014.
      a.. Memorial tree in memory of Stephen Harris and Derek Stranger
The Chairman informed the meeting that the tree has been planted and is now in leaf. with the memorial plaque placed beneath it. 

b. Telephone call box  at West Orchard.

The Chairman informed the meeting that the local resident, who has volunteered to refurbish the box, has purchased the paint as per the specification provided by British Telecom. 

c. Memorial Seats-The Chairman informed members that she has re-varnished the memorial seat at West Orchard. Cllr Bone confirmed that the bench located in the churchyard at East Orchard has been treated recently. The seat in the churchyard at Margaret Marsh to be checked to establish if treatment with a suitable wood preservative is required

111. To consider the following items of correspondence and to make recommendations thereon:-
       a. Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance- Letter of thanks for grant award

       b. Citizens Advice Bureau- Letter of thanks for grant award

      c. Electoral Boundary Commission Notice of Boundary Review for North Dorset- Item of information

111. Correspondence continued:-

 d. Shaftesbury Town Council- Local Delivery Programme 2014 –2015- 

Cllr Bone proposed “that the Parish Council should not contribute towards the cost of public conveniences provision in Shaftesbury” Cllr Mrs Stokes seconded and the vote was unanimous

111. To consider the following items of correspondence and to make recommendations thereon:-

e. Application for a footpath diversion at Swainscombe Farm Church Lane Hartgrove

Members considered the proposed diversion of the public footpath at Swainscombe Farm, Church Lane, Hartgrove. Members had no objection, in principle, to the diversion of the footpath. The proposed exit into Church Lane at point C should be removed and the path extended along the inside of the field hedge, terminating at the existing exit into Church Lane, at point B. The applicant and the DCC Rights of Way Officer will be notified accordingly  

112. Highways

     a. Finger Posts-

4way finger post and arms at the Bleax Corner Junction- A new post is in position, awaiting the attachment of the finger arms.   

b. Highways Maintenance-

(i) Potholes at entrance to Higher Keybrook Farm East Orchard

(ii) Potholes Lakesbrook Farm  towards Farrington

(iii) Potholes West  Orchard 

(iv) Ditch caved in at Margaret Marsh caused by a broken down milk tanker obstructing the lane. Road is prone to flooding

113. Finance

   a. Appointment of Internal Auditor

 Cllr Mrs Stokes proposed “that Mr Robin Smith of Gillingham should be appointed as the Internal Auditor for the FY 2013 –2014 annual accounts”. Cllr Bone seconded and the vote was unanimous.

  b. To complete the Statement of Assurance-Section 2 on the Annual Return

 A copy of section 1 of the Annual Return showing the statement of accounts for the financial year just ended, and Section 2 the Statement of Assurance was issued to members.

The items listed in Section 2 were considered individually by members, with the Chairman obtaining members consent prior to continuing compliance by answering yes in the appropriate boxes.

In response to item 6 members felt that the measures already in place, including the annual review of the effectiveness of the annual audit, and the annual risk assessment of the internal audit, are sufficient to protect the Parish Council. Without the need for an interim internal audit carried out by an independent internal auditor further increasing the annual audit costs for a precept of under £2,000-00p.

113. Finance continued-

Statement of Assurance-Section 2 on the Annual Return continued-

Cllr Bone proposed “that the Chairman should sign Section 1, and complete and sign section 2 of the Annual Return, to declare that the Councils financial affairs have been dealt with in a proper manner during the previous Financial Year 2013/ 20l4". Cllr Mrs Stokes seconded and the vote was unanimous.

c. To approve the following payments:-

            (i) Insurance Premium for the FY 2011-2012

 HYPERLINK  "mailto:2011-2012@£215.60p" @£193.30p
           (ii) Manston Village Hall@£12-00p  

           (iii) DAPTC Subscription @£71.62p

           (iv) Payroll Costs@£40-00p
Cllr Bone proposed “that the payments as listed above should be approved” Cllr Mrs Stokes seconded and the vote was unanimous

114. Matters Pertinent- No matters raised

Date of Next Meeting- Tuesday 26th August 2014 at 7.30pm

Closure-The meeting closed at 7.45pm

Signed__________________________________      Date__________________________

                                    Chairman

