The Group Parish Council for East and West Orchard with Margaret Marsh

The minutes of the 154th meeting held on Tuesday 27th August 2019 (rescheduled from 3rd September 2019) at Manston Village Hall. 

These minutes do not constitute a true record until ratified at the next meeting of the Parish Council

Present: Cllr M. Bone, Cllr. Mr T. Cox, Cllr T. Craven, (Chairman), Cllr Mrs V. Stokes.
In attendance: R. Jacques (Clerk) and three members of the public. 
Apologies: Cllr B. Dawe-Lane, County Cllr J. Stomper, Mr R. Bell from the Dorset Council Highways Department.
Prior to the meeting a member of the public had submitted a request for the opportunity to speak to the Parish Council regarding a planning application. The Chairman had agreed to the request.  
11. 
Declaration of Interests: Cllr T. Cox declared an interest in the claiming of expenses for the DAPTC course that he had attended (see item 20 c (viii) of these minutes). As he was not claiming any expenses for attending the course the Clerk considered that the declaration was not necessary. 
12. 
Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting held on 7th May 2019: Cllr M Bone proposed “that the minutes of the meeting held on 7th May 2019 should be approved as a correct record of that meeting”. Cllr Mrs V Stokes seconded, and the vote was unanimous.
13. 
Matters Arising:
Buckingham Palace Royal Garden Parties May 2020 nominations: The Chairman informed the Council that he had not received any nominations to date. He added that although names of potential nominees had been mentioned no written nominations had yet materialised. To enable him to complete the necessary submissions he requested that the Councillors submit written nominations to him in the near future.                      
14.
Planning Matters: The following planning applications were received and circulated by email to all Councillors for consideration. Councillors’ comments were forwarded to the Dorset Council Planning Office: 

a.  2/2019/0609/CPE Spread Eagle Cottage, Hartgrove: 7th June 2019 closed.

b.  2/2019/0655/CPE Fairview, Hartgrove: 21st June 2019 closed.

c.  2/2019/0595/FUL Winchills Farm, East Orchard: 23rd June 2019 closed.

d.  2/2019/0784/FUL Orchard Corner, Hartgrove: 29th July 2019 closed.

The Chairman outlined the plans for each application. He added that the opportunity for comments on all of the above applications had now closed, and that no objections had been raised.  

15.
Potential Planning Consideration: 

a.  Land to the East of Orchard Corner: Mr David Luxton had requested the opportunity to outline his plans to the Parish Council addressed the Council.  He had submitted the details along with photographs a few weeks prior to the meeting and this had been emailed to all Councillors.  He gave a verbal account of his ownership of the land and the intended 
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development of it. He explained that the site, on which a mobile home has been in place for over twenty years, has water and electricity supply. He added that he had submitted a pre-application to the Dorset Council Planning Office which had been rejected because it was not within a development area.  The Planning Office had suggested that he approach the Parish Council for advice and support.  Cllr M Bone offered advice on how the member of the public could present the family background of the ownership of the site to the Planning Office that would explain why the land was divided initially, of which one part was sold.  Cllr T Cox asked the Chairman if a site meeting could be arranged to inspect the land and identify any obstacles to a future planning application. It was agreed that Cllr T Craven (Chairman), Cllr M Bone and Cllr T Cox would attend a site meeting with Mr Luxton (site owner). Cllr Mrs V Stokes advised that as she had no objections, she would not attend the site meeting. The Chairman informed the Council that the Parish Council Agenda, outlining the potential planning consideration, had been published and placed on the villages’ noticeboards and the Parish Council website but no objections from members of the public had been raised. 

The Council agreed that if the site meeting does not result in any objections, Cllr T Craven (Chairman) would write to the Dorset Council Planning Office on behalf of the Parish Council supporting a Planning Application for the Land to the east of Orchard Corner. 

16. 
To receive the Dorset Council report from Councillor Jane Somper: Cllr J. Stomper had sent her apologies prior to the meeting.

17.
Highway Matters: 
a. Footpaths: Swainscombe Farm: The Chairman explained that following a variant of the footpath complete with new signage etc it had been reported that the footpath was obstructed by an electric gate and cattle grid which is an offence. The Chairman had advised the owner of the land that another application for a variant to the footpath should be submitted to the Dorset Council and that he would contact the Footpath Liaison Officer for direction.

b.  Electric Vehicle Charging Points (EVCP): The Chairman explained that Dorset Council had sent a request for suggested EVCP to all Parish and Town Councils. He further explained that he had approached members of the public for their views on potential sites within the Parish Council area.  One of the residents of Bleax Close had suggested the lay-by as a potential EVCP site.  The Chairman asked the views of the other residents of the close, some of whom opposed the proposal, fearing that cars using the EVCP would cause an obstruction. As Bleax Close lay-by was the only suggested site, no further action was taken.  
c.  Bleax Close Lay-by: The Chairman informed the Council that the issue of potholes in the lay-by had been raised and that he had placed a request to the Highways Department for the repair/resurface of the lay-by.  The Councillors noted that the resurfacing completed at East Orchard, West Orchard and Margaret Marsh had been completed.  
d.  Finger-Post Signs: Missing finger- post signs: The Chairman advised the Council that he had received a quote of £600 from Roger Bond from Normtec to replace the missing finger signpost for Margaret Marsh on the B3091 and the missing finger signpost for Fontmell Magna and Bedchester on the Hartgrove signpost. He explained that this amount could be raised from the Council’s reserves.  Cllr M Bone asked if a request for a financial contribution from Fontmell Magna and/or Bedchester had been made.  The Chairman replied that no request had been made.  
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Cllr Mrs V Stokes proposed “that the Council proceed with replacement and repair of the finger signposts”, Cllr T Craven (Chairman) seconded and the vote was unanimous.  Cllr Mrs V Stokes asked the Council on behalf of the residents of Margaret Marsh, to consider the purchase of a sign giving directions to the Church. Following discussion, it was suggested that the Church should be approached about the funding of the sign.
18.
Correspondence: 
The following letter had been received and was noted by the Councillors: 
Evans & Co Letter of Engagement Agreement: to approve and sign the engagement of Evans & Co to operate the payroll service. Cllr M Bone proposed “that the Chairman sign the letter of engagement on behalf of the Parish Council”, Cllr T Cox seconded, and the vote was unanimous.  
19.
To review the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. The Clerk had reminded the Councillors that the Current Parish Council Standing Orders and Financial Regulations are available to view on the PC Web Site. Cllr M Bone proposed “the adoption of the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations”.  Cllr T Cox seconded, and the vote was unanimous.  
20.  
Finance: 
a.  Internal Auditor’s report for the financial year 2018/2019: No matters of concern raised by the internal auditor.

b.  Review of the effectiveness of the internal audit 2018/2019. Explanatory notes and Risk Assessments had been circulated prior to the meeting. Cllr M Bone proposed “that the Risk Assessments for the Internal Audit and Internal Auditor should be received and adopted” and that Mr Robin Smith be appointed the Internal Auditor for the 2019/2020 financial year. Cllr T Cox seconded, and the vote was unanimous. 
c.
To approve the following payments: 
(i)  
Clerks net Salary from February 2019 – August 2019 inclusive £358.40
(ii)  
Clerks expenses from February 2019 – August 2019 inclusive £111.75
(iii)  
Clerks PAYE from February 2019 – August 2019 inclusive £5.20
(iv)  
Internal Auditor £100

(v)  
Manston Village Hall £14

(vi)  
DAPTC New Councillor induction course attended by Councillor T. Cox £40
(vii)  
Councillor Expenses ref (vi) above – No claim was submitted. 

(viii)
The Clerk requested that the Council consider payment of the invoice she had recently received from Vision ICT for £150 who host the Parish Council’s website.  
Cllr M Bone proposed “that the items listed above should be approved for payment” Cllr T. Cox seconded, and the vote was unanimous. 
   
Date of next meeting- Tuesday 19th November 2019
Closure: The meeting closed at 8.04 pm  
Signed    _____________________________  Chairman                     Date_______​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_______


